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ow  in  its  179th 
year,  the  Uphams 
Corner  shopping  dis- 
trict in  Dorchester,  MA, 
has  come  to  represent 
the  best  of  the  old  and 
the  new  in  retailing.  It 
has  adapted  to  changes 
in  merchandising, 
transportation,  and  cus- 
tomer demographics  — 
without  sacrificing  the 
friendly,  personalized  service  that  has  been 
the  corner's  trademark  since  Amos  Uphams 
first  opened  his  grocery  store  there  in  1800. 

The  renewed  interest  of  families  wishing 
to  live  and  own  homes  in  Dorchester,  major 
city  and  federal  commitments  to  finance  im- 


Uphams  Corner  at  the  turn  of  the  Century  Boston  Public  Library 

provement  projects,  and  emerging  energy- 
trends  offer  further  proof  that  Uphams  Cor- 
ner is  a  solid  community-based  shopping  dis- 
trict for  the  future. 

Todays  Uphams  Corner  offers  exciting 
investment  opportunities  for  the  new  or 
expanding  business.  Here's  why: 

50,000  Consumers- All  Within  A  Mile 

According  to  a  1976  Boston  Redevelop- 
ment Authority  (BRA)  survey,  these  con- 
sumers break  down  into  57%  of  European 
descent,  259f  Spanish-speaking,  and  18% 
black.  The  survey  shows  almost  half  the  fam- 
ilies residing  within  the  primary  market  area 
using  Uphams  Corner  for  weekly  food  buying, 
other  convenience  shopping,  and  banking. 


The  Restored 
Strand  Theatre 

At  a  cost  of  over  $2 
million,  the  business 
district's  Strand  The- 
atre—where such  en- 
tertainment luminar- 
ies as  Fred  Allen  and 
Rav  Bolger  got  their 
start  — is  being  reno- 
vated to  serve  as  a  na- 
tionallv  unique  community  performing  arts 
center.  Renamed  the  M.  Harriet  McCormack 
Center  for  the  Arts,  the  theatre's  restoration 
has  been  financed  by  the  City  of  Boston  and 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce.  Opening 
in  early  1979,  the  elegant,  1800-seat  theatre 
will  be  the  scene  of  movies,  drama,  musicals, 
University  of  Massachusetts  productions,  and 


other  special  attractions. 

Other  New  Public  Investment 

Apart  from  the  massive  public  investment 
in  the  Strand  Theatre,  over  $5  million  in 
additional  public  projects  have  been  com- 
mitted in  the  business  district  over  the  past 
three  years.  These  include  a  mercury  vapor 
lighting  system  and  roadway  improvements 
on  Columbia  Road.  A  federally  funded  spe- 
cial police  patrol  has  been  assigned  to  the 
commercial  area  since  1975  and  has  recently 
been  expanded  to  include  police  on  horse- 
back. Also  since  1975,  the  City  of  Boston  has 
been  operating  Restore,  a  20%  storefront 
improvement  rebate  program.  A  number  of 
businesses  have  taken  advantage  of  the  Re- 
store program  to  visibly  upgrade  their  store- 
fronts and  signs. 


EXISTING  UPHAMS  CORNER  MARKET  AREAS 

Primary  Market  Area 

--------       Secondary  Market  Area 


A  Major  Banking  Center 
The  BRA  1976  survey  found  that  peo- 
ple from  outer  portions  of  the  trade  area  are 
drawn  to   Uphams  Corner  because  of  its 
high-quality  banking  services. 

This  is  not  surprising,  since  five  major 


banks  are  located  within  a  block  of  each 
other  in  the  heart  of  the  business  district. 
The  Shawmut,  First  National  of  Boston, 
Workingmen's  Cooperative  Bank,  and  Ed- 
ward Everett  Savings  all  have  branches  here. 
Uphams  Corner  is  also  the  home  office  of 

First  American  Bank  for  Savings,  which  has 
played  a  kev  role  in  the  dramatic  resurgence 
of  Dorchester's  residential  real  estate  market 
and  continues  to  encourage  new  families  to 
buy  homes  in  Dorchester. 

In  addition  to  the  five  banks,  the  Uphams 
Corner  commercial  district  is  home  for  four 
food  stores,  two  drug  stores,  eight  clothing 
and  shoe  stores,  six  personal  service  establish- 
ments, and  35  other  retail  and  service  busi- 
nesses. Uphams  Corner  is  also  the  location  of 
13  non-profit  services,  among  them  a  health 
center,  public  library,  and  post  office. 
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Guaranteed  Traffic 
These  banks,  businesses,  and  services  as- 
sure a  flow  of  thousands  of  people  daily  into 
the  commercial  area.  Uphams  Corner  is  fed 
principally  by  Dudley  Street  and  Columbia 
Road  which  link  the  area  to  the  Southeast 
Expressway,    to    industrial    districts    along 


America's  oldest  active  cemetery,  The  Dorchester  North  Burying  Place 
is  at  the  edge  of  the  Business  District. 

Massachusetts  Avenue  and  Freeport  Street, 
and  to  Roxbury,  Back  Bay,  and  the  Fenway. 
The  major  arteries  carry  in  excess  of  25,000 
vehicles  through  the  business  district  during 
any  given  11-hour  daytime  period. 

Free  off-street  parking  lots  are  owned  by 
the  City  of  Boston,  the  Uphams  Corner  Mar- 
ket, and  the  First  American  Bank  for  Savings. 
The  City  lot  was  resurfaced,  landscaped,  and 
new  lights  installed  during  the  Spring  of  1978. 

But  like  many  other  neighborhood  shop- 
ping areas,  at  least  as  many  people  come  by 
foot  or  public  transportation  as  by  car.  Up- 
hams Corner  is  served  by  three  heavily  used 
bus  routes  and  a  commuter  train  station.  In  a 
late  1977  survey,  Uphams  Coiner  merchants 
reported  some  80%  of  their  customers  arriv- 
ing by  foot  or  bus. 


Population 

AGE 

1-19  years 

40.3% 

50,609 

20-34  years 

20.0% 

35-54  years 

19.9% 

(Primary  Trade  Area) 

55-64  years 
65  +  years 

8.6% 
11.19? 

(35,387) 

EDUCATION 

To  8th  grade 

17.49? 

9th-  11th  grade 
12th  grade 

32.39? 

(Secondary  Trade  Area) 

39.99? 

(15,222) 

College 

10.29? 

INCOME 

$0-5,000 

27.89? 

15-10,000 

36.79? 

$10-15,000 

22.89? 

$15,000+ 

12.69? 

OCCUPATION 

Blue  Collar 

56.49? 

Sales  &  Clerical 

31.4% 

Managerial  &  Professional 

12.49?: 

HOME  OWNERSHIP 

Rent 

73.59? 

Own 

26.59? 

AUTOMOBILE  OWNERSHIP 

No  car 

53.59? 

One  or  more  cars 

46.59? 
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Prepared  by  the  Office  of  Program  Development  and  the  Boston  Redevel- 
opment Authority.  Neighborhood  Planning,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Neighborhood  Business  Program.  December,  1978. 


